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Collectibles: Testimonials for Memory, Personal and Collective History.
Edmund De Waal’s “The Hare with Amber Eyes — A Hidden Inheritance”

Dr. K. Padmaja,
Prof. of. English.

A small figurine of Tutankhamen on the mirrored niche in the corner of the wall
above the TV cabinet in the living room often transports one to the visit to the tomb of
boy king at the Egyptian Pyramids. The lapping of water at the sides of the houseboat
in the back waters of Alleppey, Kerala flashes across the mind’s eye as one crosses the
3 feet tall bronze lamp, cosily nestling next to the bookcase, that was bought in the state
handicraft emporium at Guruvayyur, Kerala during a visit. Buddha’s head carved in
wood with a knotted bun on the top by the Etikoppaka artisans from Andhra Pradesh,
couriered by the artisans during the pandemic lockdowns at the request of a cousin
staying abroad to support the lively hoods of the artisans ignites a memory of the cousin
who cared for the people in times of distress. Things and objects are memories
personified and cognisance of the people, places, travel, emotions and even the history

of a race(s) and nation(s).

Edmund De Waal an artisanal and renowned potter in porcelain embarks on a £

0000 030030t 0 030 0300 03003010t 03030 30 0

quest of the history of such collectibles, the Japanese Netsuke and takes the reader on a %

T

journey of the artistic and historical saga of the once famous Ephrussi family, his £
ancestors and in due course the travails of the Jews across Europe in the 19" and 20" %
centuries. De Waal has inherited 264 Japanese netsuke — wood and ivory carvings off
animals, plants, and people, none larger than the palm of his hand — from his great uncle
Iggie. These miniature works of art, depict turtles and tigers and rats, a boy with a helmet

and samurai sword, a naked woman and an octopus, a hare with amber eyes and so on.

Lt 8 n e e e s

They are carved in fine grained wood or ivory to reward touch and endure wear while 4

doing their job, as the toggle on a cord from which a container is slung, most often for i

3
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medicine or tobacco. A man in traditional Japan tucks the cord behind his obi-sash, and
the netsuke prevents it from slipping out. Some were carved by great craftsmen, some

by gifted amateurs; all held forever a moment of time — the twist of a tiger's shoulders,

Ll 8 8 L 8 L n s

the twitch of a hare's head. These figurines set him on a quest which Edmund expresses #

Lt

saying, "I want to know what the relationship has been between this wooden object that £

| am rolling between my fingers and where it has been."

The netsuke start their journey in mid 1850s with Charles Ephrussi of the
Ephrussi family that was a major force in European grain, shipping, and banking, with
offices in Odessa, St. Petersburg, Vienna, Paris, and London. The Hare with Amber
Eyes, titled after one of the netsuke, covers five generations of the Ephrussi family. It
starts with Charles Joachim Ephrussi, who founded a vast grain trading enterprise in
Odessa, the then southern Russia and the present southern Ukraine in the early 19"

century and had sent a son to Paris and another to Vienna to expand operations into the

T 0 030 030 e e 0 30 0 e

financing of railroads, bridges, banks, and the governments of Europe. However,

Edmund de Waal’s search was after the rise and fall of the times when his ancestors had i

»

played a noteworthy role, the memory, and art. De Waal explores the collections of £
three of his ancestors and eventually speaks of the family’s history as well as of the

antisemitism that was becoming rampant in the 19" and 20" century Europe.

Charles Ephrussi one of the 3 sons promoted grain and hotel business in Paris.

I

As the times progressed Charles, an artistic sort, collects art- fashionable in 1850; and #

T

wrote on art in the Gazette des Beaux-Arts magazine. His house was a display of all the £

-

art collected — at times a gaudy display of red and gold. On green velvet in a mirrored %
vitrine, he placed the netsuke which he procured extensively from the art dealers. De E
Waal’s study of his great grandfather’s tryst with his hunting and collection ofi
collectibles, particularly 264 netsuke, takes the reader to the 19" century European 4
fascination with the Japanese art form, either sculpting or painting, netsuke, bibelot 2
mostly miniature craft. The reader is taken back to that part of history through the lens -

of a researcher how art form was also a commodity, of a very good business, in those £
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times. The west always had a fascination for the orient, and at this time it was Japan and

everything Japanese. There were the rich who went to Japan exclusively for the %

eI e e e

collection of these art forms or the traders who filled the European markets with these £

Fy
artistic commodities for the amateur and connoisseur as well. The author observes that £
these stores that sold these antique pieces were the meeting places not just for the lovers #

of art but lovers of beau monde as well.

Lt n e e n e

The history of the acquisition of these netsuke by Charles is traced by Edmund &

Lt

through Charles’s writings in the gazette, studying the record of events by contemporary i

writers like Marcel Proust, late 19" century French novelist and critic or in the notes of i

Lt

the poet La Forgue. Charles had great friendships with the artists of the time. He wrote %

Lt

reviews, commissioned art on behalf of others, bought the art and so on. Once, Charles &
bought the painting of ‘asparagus’ by 19" century French modern and impressionist
painter Manet for 1000 francs. Being thrilled Manet did him another painting of a single
asparagus and sent to Charles saying that “this one seems to have slipped from the
bundle”. Marcel Proust was one of the closest visitors who was recording all these

happenings in his writing. Charles became one of the models for Swann the protagonist

I

in “In Search of Lost Time” by Proust. The social visibility and influence of Charles £

»>

seemed to have made the then intolerant jealous society comment on the Jewish £
overbearing of Charles. Painters like Renoir were intolerant of Charles’ commissioning,
mediating which didn’t benefit Renoir and thus comment unsavourily on the Jewish

lapse of taste.

At one level Edmund de Waal writes in vivid detail of how the fortunes were used
to establish the Ephrussis’ lavish lives and high positions in Paris and Vienna societies

while juxtaposing it with the Jewish vulnerability as in the case of Paris family being 4

I 0000 e 0 e

shaken by turn-of-the century anti-Semitism surging out of the Dreyfus affair, in which 4
a Jewish origin officer Alfred Dreyfus in the French armed forces was falsely accused yy
of treason ; the Vienna branch of Efrussi bank being utterly destroyed in Hitler’s 1937 -

Anschluss, the annexation of Austria by the Nazi Germany. De Waal sarcastically £

GCW (A), Guntur  Literary Forum  LaLit (Literary Magazine) October, 2023 — December, 2023 z

PY YTV VYN PV YV VY YNV VYV PPV PV YRV P PN Y VY Y



I 0000 030 000 3030 01030 0030 030090030030 0 030 030 30 0 90 030 010 0 30030 030 0 030 030 0 030 010 - e

FXY YTV VYY VYV VYV VYV PPV VYV YV PPV VLYY LYYV P LY VRPN LYY Y Y ]

11

Lt e

remarks that Charles’ wife, his great great grandmother, gave a couple of shell shaped i

Fy
golden bowls as wedding gift which he finds vulgar. Edmund observes how the Jewish £

-

merchant whether Charles or Charles’ brother or the patriarch at Odessa were adept at i

Fy
business acumen. Edmund observes that the Jewish men were looked down as %
uncivilized, rich, bourgeois, and were despised and belittled for amassing unusual

wealth. Edouard Drumont, the anti-Semitic demagogue, published his book “La France #

Lt

Juive” (“Jewish France”) in 1886 and said : “Jews, vomited from all the ghettos of i
Europe, are now installed as the masters in historic houses.” The Ephrussis were

targeted as epitomes of the nomadic, money-grubbing Jew.

From Paris, as the netsuke are transported to Vienna the writer too travels to

T I e e e

Vienna, tracing and imagining the Ephrussis’ life there: equally luxurious but much %

stiffer. Charles gave the netsuke, and the vitrine that was their glass case, as a wedding %

.

present to his cousin Viktor, who married the Baroness Emmy Schey von Koromla in &
1899. They built an enormous, pompously adorned palace in the heart of the city on
Ringstrasse very close to the quarters where Sigmund Freud had lived. Netsuke were
shipped to the Palais Ephrussi in Vienna, and being too intimate for its salons, were
stored in Emmy's dressing room. She made up stories about the netsuke as her children
took them out for play, but otherwise they remained undisturbed for almost 40 years.
Viktor Ephrussi, reluctantly placed at the head of the family business, found his true
passion in collecting a splendid library. Viktor and Emmy, confident in assimilation —
his Russianness was vestigial, their Jewishness marginal — had invested in that empire
and lost much of their fortune. 1936 saw annexation of Austria by the Nazi Germany
and all the Jewish businesses were too seized by the state and overnight they turn
penniless and stateless. A brownshirt mob ransacks the family’s apartments and heaves
an exquisite Louis XV desk through an upper-story window. In March 1938, the house

Is breached. Men wearing swastika armbands break in, the Gestapo goes through the

L8 8 0 8 8 e L U n 8 e L n s Ll L L L m s L n e e s e n e e

silver, the books, the paintings, the tapestries, the netsuke — cataloguing all the Jews 2

have “robbed” from the Aryans and confiscates them. The Gestapo beats and harangues i

3
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the elderly Viktor until he signs away his home, property, and business. The Property Z

Lt n 0 e s o

Transactions Office sent in its appraisal valuation official to divest Viktor and Emmy of £
everything from the ownership of the Ephrussi bank to a bundle of umbrellas. Scared %
for their lives the elderly couple manage to escape to Koveces, Emmy’s maternal home.
Their three children had already flown to various parts of the world, as they could not
breathe let alone flourish in the Nazi reign. At Kovesces, which no longer remained to

be non-Nazi Slovakia, but taken away by the Nazis, Emmy commits suicide.

Viktor’s and Emmy’s cousins are killed in the Nazi concentration camps for the

simple sin of being born as Jews. A century’s endeavour is gutted. Only the netsuke &

T I 00 030 e 0 e e

endure. For only the netsuke survive from the once vast Ephrussi collections of%
paintings, furniture, and bric-a-brac. Anna, who for decades was Emmy's personal maid yy
was ordered by the Nazi asset strippers to crate up the Ephrussi household goods.
Allowed to dwell on in her servant's chamber, she pilfered the netsuke — so portable
they could be slipped in an apron pocket one at a time — until she had stolen them all

away and bedded them down in her straw mattress.

Emmy's daughter Elisabeth fought her way through university to become a £

NN NNNII

lawyer, then escaped Vienna to study further. Only through the legal brilliance and %
persistence of their older daughter, Elisabeth the first woman to receive a doctorate in %
law from the University of Vienna is Viktor able to make his way with a single suitcase %
to England. During the last lap of his life in Tunbridge Wells, he lived with Elisabeth %
and her Dutch hushand, Hendrik de Waal. Among the many other Ephrussis whom de %
Waal brings to life, the most distinctive is his grandmother, Elisabeth, Viktor’s daughter.
A scholar and poet — she had a long correspondence with Rilke — she was a figure of
redoubtable will and intelligence. Her memory was an essential source for the writer.
Postwar, Elisabeth reached a wrecked Vienna to retrieve any morsels of what had been
home, to find the palais had been a Nazi, then a US occupation, office. The Americans

reunited her with Anna, who returned all 264 netsuke in an attaché case. Elisabeth, who
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was De Waal's paternal grandmother, gave them to Iggie her younger brother, Ignace £

Lt n 0 e s o

Ephrussi the first-born son of Viktor and Emmy thereby making up his mind to take up %
Fy
a business appointment in despoiled Japan. Iggie made his life there, installed the £
Fy
netsuke in a wall case in Tokyo, and found his true partner, a young Japanese man who %

inherited the netsuke at Iggie's death, and passed them back to De Waal at his own.

Lt

All the while de Waal is building his elegant, many layered tales researching 4
material, visiting places, reading documents, while also responding to the literature of i

the era. He makes effective use of moving between the past and present tenses. The
members of his family emerge as characters from a vividly written novel while the
history writing is sharp, detailed, brilliantly sustained. Reader is excited and equally
thrilled to find the most important contemporary writers, artists, thinkers of the book’s
period as dramatis persona. The remoteness of history as noted in the official documents
and records with its inhuman and chilling distance and disconnection is quite effectively
challenged by De Wall with his impressive spell bound narration by intertwining the
personal with the historical. There is no sentimentality; only curiosity, sympathy,
immense dignified sadness, and an almost philosophical feel for the impact events have
on individual lives. “I stumble to a halt. I no longer know if this book is about my family,

or memory, or myself, or is still a book about small Japanese things.’’
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To A Mother I Love......
G. Sirisha,

Lecturer in Physics.

| really want to come and say these words when | meet you there personally in

the function by holding your hands and looking into your eyes.

"U r a great mother. U have made innumerable compromises with yourself to see

this day. | know u cherish every house hold work to keep the threads of the family
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through their lives. U r a successful woman, a good wife and a humble daughter in-law,
a cute care giver with always an 's' to granny grandma’s needs ..... I think this is your
day to be a happy, joyful, blissful mother to see the fruits of your loving and caring
motherhood that has parented two sons with the nourishment of pure love. So ...... I

congratulate you on the pleasantest occasion of becoming mother in-law.......
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Dear Son

K. Chandrasekhara Rao,

Lecturer in English.

My dear son!

| have grown old

My heart has grown weak
It’s failing me in holding
The emotions it has held
All the way through life

Within its strong walls

| cannot but see

All the space in every room
Filled with your moving images
The air in the house

Carries your questions

| cannot but hear

Our conversations again and again
Planning for a future .

The chair you sat on

The table you studied at

The bed you slept on

Look at me pitifully.

I have grown old

My heart has grown weak
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Loneliness sits heavily on my heart.
Is it full or empty?

| fail to see the difference

Is it pain or pleasure?

| fail to feel clearly

| promise myself now
That I will be here

Till I teach you the lessons
That my life has taught me
Till | teach you

How to survive in a world without me

| have grown old

My heart has grown weak

Still 1 have not learned to cry

(I was a back-bencher in my class)
Still I have not learned to turn

My benumbing pain into salty tears
Still I have not learned how to tell
That waiting for your homecoming

Keeps me alive till tomorrow....

|
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The 31st December
K. Chandrasekhara Rao,

Lecturer in English.

You said Goodbye
At the cool evening hour yesterday
As we departed from the place of work

With a deep smile on your face

Like a small whirl in a pool

Inviting to have a look at...

Interesting to remain in memory..

Then the greetings in advance

For a Happy New Year

Coated with the sweetness

Of meaning-ful sounding smile

Like the bells ringing from the temple
Waving the wide open hand

Like the beauty of a beating heart
Signaling the true affection

Of a true friend.....

Ay
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Dawn to Dusk.

K. Chandrasekhara Rao,

Lecturer in English.
Man,
It happens.
You set out at dawn
In search of paradise
With your heart full of hope
To find divine love

In God's country

But, Oh, no!

You step on the path

That leads you into a desert.
As you walk deep into the day
You find yourself

Looking for Manna of love in mirages
You realize by the evening
That you have only tears

To quench your thirst.

Your journey is going to end
In the desert of loneliness.
The sun sets..

And you melt away into the darkness of despair.
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Oh, Dear God .......

Oh, Dear God.....

Many say you are in heaven
Some say you are in everywhere
A few say you are in nowhere

Where can | find you, dear God?

Many say you are no man, no woman
Some say you are all beings
A few say you are non-existent

How can | find you, dear God?

Many say you have three Omnis
Some say you have no partiality

A few say you have no entity

How can | understand you, dear God?

Many say you can do miracles
Some say you can see all things done
A few say you can do nothing

How can | perceive you, dear God?

Many say you dwell in abodes of prayers

Some say you dwell in good hearts

Dr. GANTA SRINIVASULU,
MA (Eng)., MA (Hist).,B.Ed., MPhil., Ph.D.
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A few say you dwell in nowhere

Where can | find you, dear God?

Many spent their lives searching for you outside
Some spent their lives searching for you inside
A few spent their lives questioning your entity

How can | search for you, dear God?

Many proclaim chants and beads be thy worship
Some proclaim work and service be thy worship
A few proclaim no worship but humanity

How can | pray to you, dear God?

Many say Knowledge comes from known to unknown
Some say Knowledge comes from unknown to known
A few say Knowledge comes from rationality and reason

How can | know you, dear God?

Many say you are infinite
Some say you are ever expanding
A few say you are no finite, nor infinite

How can | understand you, dear God?

Oh, Dear God......

| am in a puzzle!
As usual, primeval questions from ages!

Where can | find you?
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How can | find you?
For what can | find thee?
What can | find in thee?

Let me set aside all confusion.

Let belief prevail over uncertainty

Oh Dear God.......

If you be in existence,

I pray thee......

Make my people more humane as we are humans

Make us more compassionate, as | know the severity of pain

Make us more hardworking as | know the damages of laziness
Make us more impartial as | know the bitterness of partiality

Make us more knowledgeable as | know the inconvenience of ignorance
Make us more healthy as | know the unbearable burden of ill health
Make us more rational as | know the pitfalls of irrationality

Make us more punctual as | know the rampages of procrastination
Make us more kind as | know the pain of cruelty

Make us more rich not in material but in contentment as | know the
burden of poverty

Oh, Dear God.....

Make our students strong in pursuit of knowledge and character

Make our teachers victorious in acquiring and delivering knowledge for a better world

Make our leaders honest and ideal in leading the masses for better future

Make our professionals candid and compassionate upon their clients in
need
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Make every one of us broad in mind in treating the artificial boundaries
of caste,

creed, colour, gender, status, race and nation

Make all of us selfless, as the universe is not only for us.

Oh Dear God.........

Let me find thee in compassion and kindness, selflessness and
cheerfulness,

hard work and prosperity, rationality and logic,
serenity and harmony, service and universal brotherhood.

| pray thee in heart and mind; let my people be aware of the concept of
‘live and let others live’

I pray thee once again, ‘thy divinity may fulfil the wishes I have made to
thee and thus may prove thy presence’.
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IS o thiren

Lecturer in Computer Science.
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sl . e FaR,

Lecturer in Hindi.
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The Beauty of Anglo-Saxon Poetry
Dr. N. Santhi Sridevi,

Lecturer in English.

LAt 8t 8 L n s e e L e

English poetry stands as an exquisite expression of human emotions, thoughts and #
experiences. Certain lines from the Anglo-Saxon period appear to have an eternal value £
when we try to trace the journey of English Poetry. The tribes who were thought to be %
barbarious had produced these wonderful lines.

A little poem in which the hay tells its own story

Yesterday’s flowers am [
And I have drunk my last sweet draught of dew
Young maidens came and sang me to my death;

The fearless spirit of the Anglo-Saxons

Blast of the tempest-it aids our oars
Rolling of thunder-it hurts us not

Rush of the hurricane-bending its neck
To speed us wither our wills are bent.

Their reverence for womanhood

Now hath the man

O’ercome his troubles, No pleasure does he lack,
Nor steeds, nor jewels, nor the joys of mead,

Nor any treasure that the earth can give,

O royal woman, if he have but thee,

Courtesy
William. J. Long
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MELTING WORDS
Dr. G. Seshu,

Lecturer in English.

Ll 8 8 L 8 L n s

| knew that this was the only reason. So when my English teacher asked me to %
write an answer for the question “What is the manner and mode of convincing others?” #
I thought for a while and wrote my answer. Teacher read each student’s answer loudly.
When he read mine...“By using negative words like blackmailing and threatening to
die,” he laughed loudly and threw my notes calling me “Somberi” (Parents named me
“Somu” and my friends and teacher nicknamed “beri”’). The right answer, according to
the teacher, is the right kind of tone and positive words. But my answer, | knew, was
right for sure. | tried to explain but how can I, a twelve year old kid, dare open his

innermost thoughts and speak against the teacher.

My friend said, “Why did you write such an answer and make a fool of yourself

in front of others.” “I have my own reasons to answer in this manner,” I told my friend.

I live in a joint family where everyone is sincere enough to pray, eat and drink
(my grandpa and father). Prayer is used as a medicine for problems and they expect it
to treat or cure when we get one. So | learnt that you pray, especially, when in problems.
In my house everyone has some worry or the other and therefore, prayer is an ongoing
activity in my house. Every issue becomes a problem at home and then | see my mother
crying, dad blamed for being problematic, grandma trembling and grandpa’s screams
and heart complaints add some flavor to our burning problems. But the thing doesn’t
stop at that. After praying, if the problem persists, they roar around and threaten to die.
My grandmother had, it seems, pressured my mother by issuing a death notice in case
she did not give her acceptance to marry my father (I came to know of it later). This was

her manner of persuading and convincing my mother.

Even my grandpa holds his weak and stunted heart and blackmails my mother to

bring her round to an agreement. But if you ask me, I think that it is my mothers’ heart
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that is weak because she listens to his gloomy words, lets him brainwash her. All this
has only resulted in stunting my mother. (But | ignore his complaints because when he
could survive three attacks and move around comfortably with three stunts, he can

manage more.)

Y ou know, just recently my friends’ grandma left their house “to die.” She wanted

00 030 e 0 e 0 0

to make others listen to her and bring everyone round to her argument. She failed and 4
left the house issuing her death warrant in the form of a small note. As | had already %
mentioned, when we have problems we have prayers. So we all prayed for her return. %
And she did. She returned the very next day because she did not have an Identity card %
to stay outside. But what is important is that she lured everyone with her menacing E
tactics and mode and succeeded in bulldozing her argument and melting her family yy
members towards her.

“Hope, at least you are convinced with my argument...Hmm...?”

"‘“, ‘;//

M}?

\* s ‘\t
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GOD

In realms unseen, where mysteries entwine,

God’s presence weaves through the fabric of time.

A cosmic architect, orchestrating the sublime,
In the silence of night, stars sing His praise,
Painting constellations, celestial displays,
Whispers of grace in the gentle breeze,
God’s masterpiece, nature at ease.

Eternal and boundless, a spirit profound,

In the heart’s quietude, His grace is found.

A guiding light on life’s journey unwound,
Through valleys low and high unbound.

Yet, words falter in capturing the divine,

A transcendent essence, impossible to define.
Faith’s beacon in the darkest night,

God, the source of all that’s pure and bright.
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Lecturer in English.
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1. “Rights, in fact, are those conditions of social life without which no man" can seek
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2. "Right is the authority claimed by the individual and recognized by the state for the
social welfare" - T.H.Green
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10.The Constitution of India, Government of India Ministry of Law and Justice.
11.Universal Declaration of Human Rights, United Nations Department of Public
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DURGI MAMI

Smt. K. Sai Sudha,

Lecturer in Biotechnology.

I 00 030 00 e e

In the crisp early winter of this year, a magical journey unfolded, transporting me %
back to the village of Indravati after a whopping 15 years. The excitement within me £
bubbled up, ready to explode with joy. Indravati, named after the river and dam, held a i
secret | was about to rediscover, all for a special reason — my cousin's wedding in the #
charming town of Jeypore in Odisha.

»

Lt

Laughter, colors, and the warmth of family enveloped me, creating an atmosphere £
akin to a cozy blanket on a winter's night. After the wedding festivities, a curious &
thought tugged at my heart. Turning to my uncle, Kumar Mama, | whispered, "Can we &
go see the hospital where | was born?" Without hesitation, he agreed, leading us on an #
adventure to the Christian hospital in Nowrangpur.

Ll 8t 8 n

The hospital, with its 75-year-old red-brick charm, stood like a wise old storyteller
ready to unfold tales of the past. Memories played hide-and-seek in my mind as we &
wandered through its halls, capturing moments that seemed to bridge the gap between #
then and now.

TR

Checking the clock, it was 1 o'clock in the afternoon. It's Lunchtime! and just like £
that, our adventure took an unexpected turn. We headed to Sudhir Mama's home in &
Indravati for a feast. Sudhir Mama, a lifelong friend of my uncle, resided in a cozy house #
that felt like a warm hug.

-

Approaching the doorstep, we were greeted by Durgi Mami, Sudhir Mama's wife £
— a burst of happiness with a smile that could light up the whole mood. It was my first yy
meeting with her, and her talkative and warm nature made me feel like I'd known her &
forever.

P

i

i

Sitting down at a table overflowing with Odia delicacies, each dish a burst of #

flavors and spices, Durgi Mami had created a feast with so much love. The aroma alone %
made my stomach do a happy dance. Then came the sweet surprise — Chenna Poda, a

dessert whispering secrets of the region's sweetness. Durgi Mami's love and affection e

poured into every dish, creating a tasty tsunami of goodness. 2

i

i

i

3
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Lt e

Bellies full and hearts even fuller, Sudhir Mama had a grand idea — a trip to a £
hidden waterfall in Tenthulugunti, deep in the heart of the forest. No roads could take yy
us there; we had to walk. Now, that was an adventure my heart couldn't resist.

Into the unknown we went, guided by the sounds of the waterfall. As we ventured #
deeper, fear gripped me — what if | slipped? Durgi Mami, my newfound friend, held my %
hand and walked beside me, turning fear into fun. She talked, she laughed, and suddenly, Y
the rocks became stepping stones in a grand adventure.

Lt

Lt n e e s

There it was, the hidden waterfall — a masterpiece hidden from the world, like a #
treasure waiting to be discovered. No crowds, no noise, especially no pollution, just the £
pure melody of nature. We splashed in the water, and even my 5-year-old kiddo had the £
time of her life, perched on Sudhir Mama's shoulders.

As the sun began its descent, we made our way back, guided by the fading light.
We had a hot cup of tea, and chatted away, swapping stories and laughter. Durgi Mami,
with her arms wide open, bid us goodbye with blessings and a promise to visit again.

On the way back to Jeypore, | looked out of the window, the day's adventures
replaying in my mind like a movie. | thought about Durgi Mami — her warmth, her
chatter, her infectious joy. How could someone be so lively, caring, and full of life? It
was a mystery that left me smiling into the night.

And so, this journey of rediscovery Indravati ends with a heart full of memories
and a promise to never forget the magic of simple joys, unexpected adventures, and the
warmth of newfound friends. Sometimes, all it takes is a trip back to your roots to find
the happiest versions of yourself.
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Book Review on
“The Metamorphosis” by Franz Kafka

Mr. N Kutumba Rao,

Lecturer in English.

One author who has always intrigued me is Franz Kafka, so it was an easy
decision to begin my journey with his renowned work, "The Metamorphosis." Its
concise length of just 70 pages also makes it an ideal starting point for someone new to

Kafka's writing.

Franz Kafka, one of the most enigmatic and influential figures in modern
literature, is renowned for his unique narrative style and exploration of existential
themes. This thesis delves into the literary, philosophical, and psychological dimensions
of Kafka's works, focusing primarily on his novella "The Metamorphosis" and several
of his other significant writings. Through a close examination of Kafka's life, the
historical context in which he wrote, and an in-depth analysis of his major works, this
thesis aims to shed light on the complexities of Kafka's storytelling, revealing his
profound understanding of the human condition in the face of bureaucracy, alienation,

and absurdity.

0000 030030t 0 030 0300 03003010t 03030 30 0

“Metamorphosis” on the surface is a straightforward story. It's a story about a #

T

salesman named Gregor Samsa who turns into a vermin on an unfortunate day and how e

: : . L : F
he deals with this transformation. But when you ponder deeply it is a haunting and e
thought-provoking novella that explores various themes of the human psyche. So, in my i

review below, I will make an attempt to explore these different themes.

Isolation and Alienation

After turning into a monstrous vermin, he now has to confine himself to his small

bedroom. He is totally isolated and alienated from his family and society. He becomes
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an outcast unable to communicate with anyone. It’s just him and his thoughts as he

struggles to adapt to his transformation in loneliness and despair.

Identity and Self-Perception

Gregor’s transformation challenges his sense of self and identity. He is no longer
a human; he now grapples with his own appearance and the loss of his human faculties.
He was the sole earner in his family, but now he has also lost his job, which means he

can no longer provide for his family and is rather a burden to them now.

Family Relationships

T 0J0 030 J010J J J J030JJ030 JJ0J J0J J30 JJ

Gregor loved his family. He disliked his job as a salesman, yet he continued only 4

to provide for his family. But now he is just a burden, a big disappointment. The i

Lt

treatment of him like an outcast makes you question whether the love from family is &

really unconditional.

Authority and Control

Gregor’s father and his employer are the main authoritarian figures in the novella.

This theme has roots in Franz Kafka’s dysfunctional relationship with his authoritarian %

I 0 e e

father. The domineering by his employer reflects the social and psychological effects of £

>

the era in which it was written (written in 1912, published in 1915) where looming wars Z

and their consequences were continuously shaping individuals and communities.

Absurdity and Existentialism

The novella starts with the absurd premise of Gregor transforming into a Vermin.

I -

The story also explores the absurdity of social roles and expectations. Gregor’s i
transformation means that he can no longer fulfill his roles as a salesman and sole 3

breadwinner, and his family's reaction to this change highlights the way in which society %

3
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can reduce us to mere functions or roles, rather than recognizing our individuality and
humanity. This treatment accentuates the sense of meaninglessness and existential

despair in his life.

LAt 8t 8 L n s e e L e

Kafka’s novella represents the disconnection of our minds and bodies in the £

»

modern times, about how this disconnection is actually how we all live today with our %

-

minds almost a separate entity in themselves while our bodies move differently and how %

each have different requirements.

:K\Clamm’phosis

L)

@

]

SISOLS KN

Fronz Kafks
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BOAE DDA

Mr. B. LALITABABU,

Lecturer in Political Science.
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Handloom Heritage- Need for Revival

Dr. T. Anitha Susan,

Professor of Zoology.

India has a rich handloom heritage. The major handloom exports from India are
mats, carpets, rugs, bedsheets and other handloom products. Home textiles constitute a

share of 13.6 percent of total exports during 2020-21.

Handloom sector is one of the biggest unorganized economic activities. This

T I00 0 0 30 J010J J  J J030JJ030 JJ0J J0J J10 JJ

industry has a long tradition of outstanding artisanship that represents and preserves i
vibrant Indian culture. Handloom industry is the country’s largest cottage industry with i
23.77 lakh looms employing more than 3 million people in direct and allied activities.
Indian handloom artists are globally known for their unique hand spinning, weaving,
and printing style. They are based in small towns and villages of our country. And they

transfer their skills from one generation to the next.

I 0 0 e

Handloom industry is found in all states and regions in India. Indian handlooms £

P

have their roots in antient Indus valley civilization, and in the past, they were exported %
to distant lands like China, Rome and Europe. Each village in India had its weaver who %
along with others produced textiles of finest quality. Sadly, the exuberant handlooms %
were reduced and saw a steep decline during the colonial age. However, the present %
scenario is improving as handloom business is actively encouraged and supported by 4

¥ 3
Central and State governments. i

The Indian handloom saree is undoubtedly the most feminine and attractive dress 3
perfect for every occasion. There are various saree types in India. Each state has its own e
special handloom sarees in silk, cotton, and Linen fabric. They are draped in different i
ways and in different regions. Apart from India sarees are worn in Bangladesh, Sri 2

Lanka and Pakistan.
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Some of the popular Indian Handloom Sarees are Kanjivaram, Arani, Mysore
silk, Sambalpur silk and cotton sarees, Bandini and Lehariya sarees of Gujarat, Paithani
Silks of Maharashtra, Tussar Silks of Bihar, Kutch work of Gujarat, Lucknow no Saree
of Uttar Pradesh, Bengali Cotton and Silks, Katpadi from tribes of Orissa, Kerala
cassava, Bagru and Ajrakh Prints, Chanderi and Maheswari of Madhya Pradesh,
Pashmina Silks of Kashmir, Assam Silk.....

Textile Arts & Crafts of India

Handloom sarees of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana

Looms of Pochampally, Venkatagiri, Gadwal, Narayanpet and Dharmavaram are
well known for their silk and cotton sarees all over India. Each loom has a distinct style

of weaving and fabric. T. Anitha Kalamkari is an art of painting and printing fabrics.

~t

Polavaram and Pedana are popular for block prints. Ikat originated in Nalgonda distric

o

b
/;- g
v
T 00 e 0000 0 30 030 0300100030010 030030 030 0300 003010 00301t 030

This art of weaving randomly dyed yarn in a natural zig zag pattern has been recognize
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throughout the world. Ikat weaving is practiced in Putta paka, Pochmara'll, Chautappal
and is extremely popular throughout India. Chirala produces some of the best fabrics
of AP. The fabric is dipped in oil, smeared with wax and clay dyed in selected colours.

Thus, Ikat telia rumal originated in Chirala.

Gadwal sarees are known for their beauty worldwide, the main charm is that the
body is cotton while border and Pallu are in silk. The cotton and silk fabrics are woven

individually and then attached together.

Dharmavaram sarees are fabulous silk sarees with brocaded gold zari patterns.
Venkatagiri sarees are adorned with gold and silver zari threads and brocade designs.
Mangalagiri sarees are elegant, and they are also woven in silk and Sico fabrics. The
weavers also weave handloom dress materials. Uppada, a beach town located at a
distance of 20 kilometres from Kakinada is famous for skilfully designed Jamdani

cotton and silk sarees.

Some of the problems faced by the handloom sector are increased price of raw
material, lack of finances, marketing bottlenecks, lack of modernization, migration to
other fields, substitution of with machine made products, lack of government funding,

lack of encouragement from the public.

However, of late skilled artisans and handloom weavers have formed into an
association, they collaborate with local NGOs and other stakeholders to organize fairs
and exhibitions like dastakar, vasantham etc., The artisans themselves travel to different

states and exhibit their products. The initiative of state and central governments

00000 030030030 030 000300 00030 01003030 30 10

handlooms on all national festival days and wearing handlooms once a week in £

a8 e

government offices and educational institutions of Andhra Pradesh is a noteworthy £
mention. Handlooms use less energy and resources than industrial looms making they E
more ecofriendly option. However, they are less suitable for large scale production as %
weaving is physically demanding and requires manual effort to manipulate the loom and i
thread the fabric. Handloom weavers primarily work with natural fibres like silk cotton, ry
i
i
i
3
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wool, jute and linen which have significantly lower environmental impact compared to
synthetic fibre. Let us all wear handlooms and encourage the artisans by visiting
handloom exhibitions and purchasing from them. These fabrics are skin friendly and

d

provide warmth in winter and coolness in summer. Only with the support an

encouragement from all the stakeholders can they be revived again.

Paithani Saree

SILK MARK
INDIA

Your Assurance of Pure Sifk,

Weaving of Ikat Telia Rumal
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Mother is a Mother Forever

Dr. Anitha Pulagara,

Lecturer in English.

In the morning light, she fed me with love,
Though I’m forty old kid to her, she's like a guiding dove.
A mom'’s care, it lasts forever,

For a mother is a mother, forever.

Her advice is like a friendly guide,
Helping me through life's bumpy ride.
She sends my two kids to school each day,

Filling their lives with joy and play.

When she's unwell, I miss her so,
Her daily calls, a rhythm | know.
Her warnings and care, they're clever,

A mother is a mother, forever.
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BODY TYPES

J. Tejaswi,
11 BA (TTM).

Do you know that they are different types of bodies?
There are three body types
They Are:
*ECTOMORPH
*ENDOMORPH
*MESOMORPH

/‘ \
o

Ectomorph Endomorph Mesomorph

Let us know more about each of these three types.

Ectomorph:
An ectomorph refers to an individual with long, lean muscles, arms and legs. The
ectomorph body type is characterized by low levels of fat storage to gain weight and

develop muscle mass.

ENDOMORPH:

Endomorphs have softer bodies with curves. They have a wide waist and large bones;
they may or may not be overweight. Endomorphs often have lots of body fat and

muscle and can gain weight Easily.
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Mesomorph:
The core characteristics of a mesomorph body type is a muscular and moderate

frame, mostly a mesomorph has a low body fat level, and this body type can lose or

gain weight with little to no effort.
Can we change from one body type to another body type?
NO, it is not possible. why?

People usually have a defined body type after puberty, but this can change
based on activity level, dietary habits and other major life styles and Hormonal

changes.
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Different types of Intelligence

Sk. Sanah Sulthana,
111 BA(TTM).

As we can see there are students
who are good at sports, some of them are good
at mathematics, some of them are good at
painting, some of them are good at painting,
some of them are good at reading and others. It’s
because each child has his or her own talents.

Now, let’s see why some of
them are good at things. This is because there
are different types of intelligence.

Let’s have a look at it and let’s

know more about each of the types of

intelligence.

Logical Mathematical Intelligence

This refers to someone’s ability to solve mathematical problems, spot trends
patterns and understand relationships. If you have logical mathematical intelligence,
you’re good with numbers, confident in taking on tasts, and enjoy performing

experiments.

Linguistic Intelligence:

Children with this type of intelligence are skilled and have preference for activities

such as reading, talking, telling stories and jokes, writing poems, learning languages.

Spatial Intelligence:
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Children, people who develop spatial intelligence, are good at solving spatial problems

such as drawing, painting, reading maps, looking at pictures, and solving mazes.

Musical intelligence:

If you have Musical Intelligence, you can sing, listen to music, play instruments,

compose songs.

Bodily kinesthetic Intelligence:

It is the ability to use the whole body in the expression of ideas and feelings. If
you have bodily kinesthetic intelligence, you are good at dancing, acting, imitating,

gestures, and playing sports.

These people like to work independently, set goals, focus on achieving them,
understand their feelings and know their feelings and know their strengths and

weaknesses.

Naturalistic Intelligence:

Naturalistic Intelligence is related to the attraction towards nature, plants and
animals. People with this intelligence enjoy camping, hiking, caring for animals,

learning about nature, and caring for the environment.

Interpersonal Intelligence:

This is a common intelligence among people that are good at talking, working in

teams, helping others, meeting new people. They can become good leaders.

Existential Intelligence

This refers to deep sensitivity and ability to handle deep questions. People with
this intelligence are not only comfortable talking about this serious question but also
strive to find the answer. They are a kind of philosophers.

If you have high existential intelligence, you genuinely want to find answers to

questions such as —
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“What is the meaning of life”?

“What happens after death”?

Multiple Intelligences

Bodily -Kinosthotic

Visual-Spatial Interpersonal

e -
’ V_.A - 0.“ e 3%
B ey
% — .
. < ey ol ey
- 1 e .
Intrapersonal I % —

Naturalisdic

Verbal-Linguistic

Logical-Mathaematical
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How do we learn?
Shaik Asma,
111 BA(TTM).

Hello everyone. | hope all of you are doing great. Do you know how we learn?
From text books? From teachers? From parents? Do you think this is an interesting
question?...

Ok fine, let us see how we learn. There are many theories of learning which are
proposed by psychologists. Let us see some of them:

Theories of learning:

e Behaviorist theory

e Cognitive theory

e Universal Grammar theory
e Social interaction theory

Behaviorist theory:

Behaviorist theory was introduced by John B Watson who is known as the father
of behaviourism within psychology. Behaviorist theory is a psychological perspective
that focuses on how our actions are influenced by our environment . It suggests that we
are influenced by external stimuli and the consequences that follow. According to
Behaviorist theory, learning occurs through a process called conditioning. There are 2

types of conditioning 1. Classical conditioning. 2. Operant conditioning

1. Classical conditioning: Classical conditioning involves associating a neutral stimulu
with a naturally occuring stimulus to create a learned response.
2. Operant conditioning: Operant conditioning involves learning through

rewards and punishments.
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—is
Behavioral
Theory \ /

Cognitive theory was introduced by a psychologist named Jean Piaget. He

Cognitive theory:

believed that our thoughts and mental processes shape our behavior. Cognitive Theory
suggests that our perception, memory, problem solving and decision making all play

a role in how we interact with the world.

Cognitivists believe that our mind is like a complex information processing
system . They see the mind as an active processor of information, constantly taking
in, organizing and interpreting sensory input . They view the mind as an intricate

system that constructs our understanding of the world based on our cognitive abilities.

Piaget’ s Stages of
Cognitive Development

<o

s-nsorlmotor

roﬂon

Universal Grammar theory:

Universal Grammar is a linguistic theory proposed by Noam Chomsky. It

suggests that all humans are born with an innate ability to acquire knowledge.
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Universal Grammar theory proposes that language acquisition is not solely
dependent on environmental input, but also on an inherent language learning

capacity that is unique to humans.
There are some principles of Universal Grammar Theory. They are

1.

. Poverty of Stimulus: The poverty of Stimulus argument processes that the linguistic
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Universality of language: This principle suggests that all human languages share
certain underlying structural properties, despite their surface differences. It implies
that there are fundamental aspects of language that are common to all languages
reflecting a universal human capacity for language.

Convergence: Convergence refers to the idea that children , when exposed to
different languages, converge towards the grammar of the language spoken around
them. This principle suggests that there is a natural tendency for language acquisition
to align with the specific grammatical patterns and structures of the language being

learned.

input children receive is not sufficient to account for the complexity and precision

of the grammatical knowledge they acquire

Universal Grammar
Theory by Noam Chomsky

\

- :'_tr’!:x : ; : G
- a5

e Universality of language
e Convergence
e Poverty of Stimulus
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Social interaction theory:

Social interaction theory was introduced by Russian psychologist Lev VVygotsky.
He proposed that language development is closely tied to social interactions and that
learning occurs through collaboration and communication with others. Vygotsky’s ideas
have greatly influenced our understanding of how language is acquired and how social

interactions play a crucial role in the language learning process.

This theory emphasizes the role of context, feedback, and negotiation of meaning

in language learning. It’s all about how we learn by actively participating in

CULTURAL-HISTORICAL THEORY

» Child development is the result of interactions
between children and their social environment.

* Interaction with people (parents, teachers, playmates,
schoolmates, siblings)

» Interaction with cultural artifacts (books, foys) and
practices

conversations, feedback, and adapting our language use based on the social context.

S

SOCIAL INTERACTION

The Cultural-Historical Theory
of Lev Vygotsky

-
| hope the knowledge of learning theories will help us in improving our learning

ability.
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WHO ARE ALPHA MAN AND ALPHA WOMAN

G. Sada Sri

11 BA(TTM) , Sem -6

ALPHA MEN

Men who are confident, strong and successful are known as alpha men . They
exhibit leadership qualities. An alpha male is a man who is highly intelligent. Alpha

males are generally considered great leaders and prefer to be in positions of power.

Common traits Alpha males include:-

e Being in a position of power.

e Being comfortable with high levels of responsibility.
Who is always an alpha male?

He does not run from challenges
He is not proud

He is determined

He is a born leader

He knows his weaknesses

He works out

He is honest

He is great with communication

© 00 N o O Bk~ W DR

He is good at saying no

10.He wants a genuine connections
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11. He always wants to get better

An Alpha Male is the most
dominant, desirable and more
R —— ™ successful than the others.

Traits

ALPHA MALE SUB-TYPES ‘ F o A e

@ : Notural 4 2 Magnetic
™~ leodor personality
.-
Super Has groot
I successful N intuitive sense

Always sure to T Does not allow others
stoy ahoad in life X" to intorfore in his life

Not affected by ¥ Goal
criticisms [\ driven

5.3,

* Fast decision * > Knows how to
moker N charm alady

-

Rarely odmit o Usually
their mistakes 1 unemotional

.

ALPHA WOMEN

An Alpha female is a woman who has embraced her leadership ambitions. She
is talented , highly motivated and self confident. There’s nothing more
appealing to an Alpha female personality than a person who can stand up for

what they believe is the right.

These women occupy positions of authority in their community and work
places. A high level of confidence is this woman's defining trait and it allows

her to lead with ease.

Some of women traits

1. She believes her ability to achieve is limitless.

2. She is Self- identify as an Alpha female.

3. She has a confidence that is contagious, which leads others to respect her
as an equal.

4. She has showcase leadership characteristics.

5. She is recognized by others as being impactful .
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6. She has extremely high ambitions.

AN Alpha Female is assertive, dominant, and the
center of attention in the socio-sexual hierarchy.

Alpha Female Traits

r\ Fearless Has high Emotional
A leader l--‘ Intelligence
o Loves Cultivates
- AN, learning & harmony
- ™= cxtremely Jbs'  NMost
F & confident ‘ extrovert
- e
g Highly < R ibl
ol ambitious ) SRR
T Go-to person of
» = Suing their friends

25T T Phermsesrst
N Pamonality

There are four types of alphas:

e The unaware non adaptive
The unaware adaptive
The aware non adaptive

The aware adaptive
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ARE YOU A MOTIVATED PERSON?
Y. Dhana Lakshmi
11l BA (TTM)
A motivated person is someone who has a strong desire to achieve a goal and is
willing to do whatever it takes to achieve that goal. They are usually very driven and

focused, and they never give up easily.
What is motivation?

Motivation is the force that maintains and alters the direction, quality and intensity

of behaviour.

Motivation refers to the wilful desire to direct one's behaviour.

C&ef%oa,meaugyanounuxe&?

NATURE OF MOTIVATION:
e Motivation is based on motives
e It causes Goal directed behaviour.
e |Itis related to satisfaction.
e The person is motivated in totality.

e Itis acomplex process.
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A MOTIVATION PROCESS:

TYPES OF MOTIVATION :

Needs/ p| Tension ———9 Search — @ Performance ] Reward/
Motives BEHAVIOUR Goals

&

i ~  Need satisfaction 4

The two main categories of motivation

INTRINSIC MOTIVATION:

Intrinsic motivation is a type of motivation in which an individual is
being motivated by internal desires.

Example
Playing sports because you enjoy how they make you feel.
 Staying longer at work because you believe in your work.

« Using positive affirmations because you want to change your mindset
positively.

EXTRINSIC MOTIVATION:

Extrinsic motivation is a type of motivation in which an individual is
being motivated by extrinsic desires.

Example:
« helping people for praise from friends or family.
» doing work for attention, either positive or negative.

 doing tasks for public acclaim or fame.
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Intrinsic Motivation

Intrinsic
Motivation

MINOR FORMS OF MOTIVATION :
I.  Reward based motivation.
Il. Fear_based motivation .
I11.  Achievement based motivation.
IV. Power_based motivation.
V.  Affiliation motivation.
VI.  Competence motivation.
VII.  Attitude motivation.

Theories of motivation :

HERTZBERG ‘s TWO-FACTOR THEORY :

Motivator factors : simply put, these are factors that lead to satisfaction and
motivate employees to work harder. Examples might include enjoying your

work, feeling recognised and career progression.

MASLOW*s HIERARCHY OF NEEDS :
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So, our knowledge about motivation helps us understand ourselves and others

better. We know what makes people achieve great things in life.

S
“
2
<
2
=}
§
{
3 [ N S
i g Esteem Needs
)
? @ Belonging and Love Needs
:§
Safery Needs =) :—'
Physiological Needs
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MOTHER’S LOVE; A GREATEST GIFT

In her eyes, a world of care,
A love so deep, beyond compare.
Through laughter and tears, she's always there,

A guiding light, a love so rare.

Her touch, a soothing melody,
Her strength and wisdom, a steady guide.
In her embrace, | find my peace,

A mother's love, forever by my side.

Her love, like a gentle breeze,

A mother's love, a symphony.

She's my rock, my guiding star,

A mother's love, the greatest gift by far.

S G (7
**:.,‘
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S. Sai Asritha
Il B.Sc. (Data Science)
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FROM SHADOWS TO LIGHT: A TEEN’S TALE

In a world of shadows, she once dwelled,
A teenage girl, her spirit compelled.
Depression's grip held her tight,

But she yearned for a glimmer of light.

Silent battles in her soul,
Yet, within her, strength took control.
A journey through the darkest night,

She found her way to morning's light.

She learned to embrace her own worth,
To value herself, her true birth.
Self-care became her daily song,

Nurturing her spirit, where she belonged.

With time, she found her passions anew,
Art, music, and writing, she pursued.
Expression became her healing grace,

A canvas to paint her inner space.

Through resilience and a fighting soul,

She emerged from depression's dark hole.

A warrior, she stood tall and strong,

A testament to the power to belong.
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G. Keerthana,
Il B.Sc. (Data Science).
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aF

& GPS Map Camera

Guntur, Andhra Pradesh, India

7CWV+CJG, Main Rd, opp. Womens College, Sambasiva Pet,
Guntur, Andhra Pradesh 522001, India

Lat 16.295756°

Long 80.443878°

29/11/23 04:35 PM GMT +05:30
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4 -

T A @GPS Map Camera :

Guntur, Andhra Pradesh, India

7CWV+CJG, Sambasiva Peta Rd, Opp: AC College, Sambasiva Pet, Guntur,
Andhra Pradesh 522001, India

Lat 16.296013°

Long 80.444197°

06/01/24 04:25 PM GMT +05:30
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Guntur, Andhra Pradesh, India

7CWV+CJG, Sambasiva Peta Rd, Opp: AC College, Sambasiva Pet, Guntur,
Andhra Pradesh 522001, India

Lat 16.295999°

Long 80.444174°
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Guntur, Andhra Pradesh, India
7CWV+CJG, Sambasiva Peta Rd, Opp: AC College, Sambasiva Pet, Guntur,
Andhra Pradesh 522001, India

<‘ 'y Lat 16.296017°
e ' Long 80.444182°
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he Metamorphosis — A Novella by Franz Kafka #

‘ . Book Review By '
Sri N. Kutumba Rao (Lect. in Enghsh)

J. Tejaswi, III B.A (TTM) ot
M. Anusha, III B.A (TTM)
K. Annapurna III B.A (TTM)

-
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(Language & Literature : The e - Magazine)

“Y our Opinion on this issue Please”
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